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Light as the Medium of Sight and Experience

Masahisa OGUMA

We think that we can see objects and colors by virtue of light as a medium of sight.
However we cannot see light itself as a physical fact. So, we question the existence of
light. In other words, why we suppose the existence of light even though we cannot see
light as a physical fact?

The theme of this paper is to try to answer the following questions by means of
phenomenological description of the experience of light.

0 Why we can recognize light which is itself unseen?

0 What suggests the existence of light as such and how?

The investigation on this theme can be divided into the following sections:
1. Aristotle’s thought on sight and light.

2. Newton’s thought on light in his “Opticks”.

3. J. J. Gibson's thought on light.

4. The wave lengths of light and sensation of colors.

5. The modes of appearances of colors.

6. The things that suggest the existence of light.

| examine the phenomena of glosses, reflections, luminous objects , brightness and
darkness , three modes of appearance of colors (according to the descriptions of David
Katz) and the transparent room.

I conclude that these phenomena and modes of appearances altogether suggest the ex-
istence and nature of light, although the light itself cannot be seen, and that light makes

it possible to see colors by virtue of it being unseen.





