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“Relatedness of Senses” and Painting in Merleau-Ponty’s Thought :
for a reading of “Eye and Mind”

Masahisa OGUMA

My purpose in this essay is to illuminate clearly Merleau-Ponty’s thought about paintings; namely
about what painting pictures is and how painters paint pictures, through the concept of “relatedness of
senses”. The explanations for this approach are the following.

First, I shall explain the concept of “reflexivity of the human body and senses” and then the concept
of “communications of the senses”. The former concept means the undividedness of the sensing and the
sensed, the latter means that the senses intercommunicate (e.g. we see the hardness and brittleness of
glass). These concepts are collectively called “the relatedness of senses”. In addition, the role of these
facts on our perceptions of things and the world are described.

Secondly, I will show the relationships between “the relatedness of senses” and the features and
techniques of painting pictures; namely, expressions of perspectives, lines, colors and motions.

Finally, T explain Merleau-Ponty’s thoughts about pictures from the viewpoint of “expression”
and “meaning”. According to Merleau-Ponty, painting pictures is an expression of the meanings of the

perception about things. In other words, it is an expression of the ways of looking at things.
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