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(1802),” in John Church Hamilton, ed., The Works of
Alexander Hamilton: Comprising His Correspondence,
and His Political and Official Writings, Exclusive of the
Federalist, Civil and Military. Published from the
Original Manuscripts Deposited in the Department of
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2y Letter from John Quincy Adams to Baron von
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Gordon, Assimilation in American Life: The Role of
Race, Religion, and National Origins (New York: Ox-
ford University Press, 1964): 94.
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The Assimilationist Discourse on Immigration in America:
A Critical yet Sympathetic Analysis

Yutaka ITO

(Associate Professor, European & American Cultures, Cultural Systems Course)

“Immigrant Assimilation” is a concept to designate a sequence of phenomena and processes in
which immigrant newcomers and their near descendents become conscious members of the host
community by embracing its peculiar cultural values. The concept itself is simply descriptive and
neutral, but it is often mentioned not in a value-free context but with more or less negative
connotations. In the US, where multiculturalism has achieved ideological dominance since the 1960s,
assimilation is usually understood as an ethnocentric imposition on various minority groups that are
struggling to preserve their cultural identities against the homogenizing effects of mainstream
society. Assimilation is thus condemned as an anti-multicultural act of evil because it represents the
majority’s repression to enforce its values and lifestyles on the minorities.

While I admit there are certain merits in multiculturalism’s critical analysis of assimilation, my
basic position in this article is pro-assimilation: Although there could be a wide range of arguments
on the methods and techniques of how to assimilate newcomers into American society, immigrant
assimilation per se is of intrinsic necessity and must be inevitable. How would it be possible for the
American nation to maintain its civic society in cooperation with new immigrants if they were not
required to embrace uniquely American institutions and values? In my opinion, the cohesion and
stability of America as a democratic body politic would seriously be at stake if America’s assimilative
social mechanism either ceased to work or even partially malfunctioned.

The point of this article is that assimilation is not such an oppressive conduct by nature as to be
rejected categorically. From this standpoint, I intend to investigate the heretofore underappreciated
potential of pro-assimilation discourses by examining a number of representative assimilationist

arguments that have emerged in today’s America.





