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The Scrawls of Temples and Regional Society in Medieval
and Modern Ages of Japan
—An Investigation of the Scrawls of Jakushoji-temple

(#¥: %) Kannon-do (3% %) in Tendo City (K#Eii) —

MIKAMI Yoshitaka

(Associate Professor, History and Culture, Cultural Systems Course)

Jakushoji-temple (#5#23F) Kannon-do (#1#%4) in Tendo City, Yamagata Prefecture (I1IJEKK
#17) has a lot of scrawls (& %) written by the pilgrims from the end of the Sengoku (§#[#) period
to the beginning of the Edo (JI.F7) period (from the latter half of the 16th century to the first half
of the 17th century). However, these scrawls have been paid little attention to as a historical resource
up to now.

In this paper, the author investigated the scrawls of Jakushoji-temple, and tried to include them
as a historical resource of the regional society, by paying attention to their regionality, universality,
spatiality, and its age feature of each scrawl.

The author confirmed that scrawls written in temples had a close relationship to a social back-
ground, and proved that they were a valuable historical resource for understanding the realities of
the pilgrimage and the character of the people in this region of society.
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