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On a Variant of “Hanasaka-Jii (The Old Man
Who Made Trees Blossom)” in Yamagata Prefecture:

A Narrative Structure Analysis of
“A Small Red Box (The Old Man Who Farted)”

KIKUCHI Hitoshi

(Professor, Asian Cultures, Cultural Systems Course)

Yamagata Prefecture has an outstanding number of versions of a popular folktale “Hanasaka-
Jii (The Old Man Who Made Trees Blossom),” including those locally known as “Inuko-mukashi (A
Story of A Dog)” and “Kuigoko-mukashi (A Story of A Puppy).” Among them, “Akai Konbako (A
Small Red Box,” a.k.a. “He-hiri-jii (The Old Man Who Farted)),” told by Yoshino Eguchi, is
noteworthy in that the main character, an old man, does not make dead trees blossom but produces
a pleasant tune with farting. The alteration from ‘bringing out blossoms’ to ‘farting out music’ in
Eguchi’s version is not her whimsical invention, which can be verified by other similar variants
attested in Yamagata Prefecture. Incidentally, “Hansaka-jii” has a nationwide alternative story
“Gan-tori-jii (The Old Wild Geese Hunter),” which also lacks the event of blooming trees. In this
connection, it is interesting to note that, in the narrative literature study, the ‘non-blooming’
versions are often believed to have appeared earlier than the familiar ‘blooming’ versions in terms of
narrative structure. This paper aims to develop a narrative structure analysis of “A Small Red Box,”
a peculiar variant of an old man farting out music, and discuss its parallelism with several stories in
“Otogi-zoshi” and “Kusa-zoushi” (books of illustrated stories in the medieval and Edo periods in
Japan) and its interactions with comparable oral narratives in China and Korea.

—(44)109 —





