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Iconographic interpretation of the floor of van Eyck’s Washing-
ton Annunciation — An essay on the sign medallion —

Shiho ISHIDA

The floor of the church which forms the setting for the Washington Annunciation by Jan van Eyck is
decorated with detailed images. The seven medallion simbols in the corners of the Old Testament scenes
are taken to be the zodiac, and art historians have been looking for their symbolic meaning in the Bible.

In my opinion, these constellations can be explained by their mythology (the Labors of Hercules and
the Metamorphoses of the gods), and I posit a relationship between Pagan gods or myths, especially those
of Hercules, and Christian society of the time of Van Eyck and Burgundy. Court.

I propose that the symbols might represent the Psychomachia (the Battle for Man's soul, or the
Struggle between virtue and vice) because they seem to be fighting each other and because Hercules was
considered a symbol of virtue.



