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A Study of the Documents of Yoshiaki Mogami:
Decrees and Letters

Kenji MATSUO

This paper aims to clarify the world of decrees and letters of Yoshiaki Mogami (1546-1614), one of the
daimy0 during the Sengoku period in Dewa province, present day Yamagata and Akita prefecture. In this
study, I discuss how Yoshiaki Mogami's documents were issued and when the turning point of Yoshiaki
Mogami’s rule of the Dewa province was. Although there have been many studies about Yoshiaki Mogami,
there have been few studies on Yoshiaki Mogami’'s documents and, moreover, they are all out of date. For
example, the book titled “A History of Yamagata City” was published in 1973 and “A History of Yamagata
Prefecture” was published in 1977. They collected around 170 documents related to Yoshiaki Mogami. In
this paper, 338 documents which were issued by Yoshiaki Mogami or sent to Yoshiaki Mogami are
collected. Using those documents, this paper clarifies how Yoshiaki Mogami ruled the Dewa province.

The documents of Yoshiaki Mogami issued are classified into three types; Hanmotsu CHI4) , Inbanjyo (F
HIIR) and letters. In principle, they have Yoshiaki Mogami's autographic signatures or his seals. There are
some exceptions to this. For example, Yoshiaki Mogami neither wrote his signatures nor affixed seals when
he wrote to his sister or he had eye problems. Hanmotsu have the autographic signatures of the people who
issued the documents. On the other hand, Inbanjyo have such seals. Although both types of documents had
the same function as decrees, Inbanjyo were said to be used more often than Hanmotsu later. They were
not private letters but used to officially give rights and land, to express gratitude and so on.

According to my research, Yoshiaki Mogami began to issue Hanmotsu in 1570 at the latest and continue
to issue them even in 1610. There are 5 different types (cited hereafter as types A, B, C, D, E) of Yoshiaki's
autographic signatures. As for Inbanjy06, Yoshiaki began to issue them in 1581 at the latest and continued to
issue them even in August of 1613. Yoshiaki used 5 different types of seals (types A,B I ,B I ,Cand D).
Especially, the type C seals were put on the most documents of Yoshiaki Mogami. Before my study, lots of
attention was paid to the type B seal. However, type B seals can be found in 50 of Yoshiaki's documents.
Among them, only 5 documents were Inbanjyo and 45 were letters. On the contrary, there were 169
documents affixed with type C seals. Among them, 153 documents were not letters but Inbanjyo.
Therefore, this paper focused on the documents affixed with type C seals.

Previously, the turning point of Yoshiaki Mogami's documents was thought to be 1590 when Hideyoshi
Toyotomi finally unified all of Japan. However, 147 Inbanjyo with the type C seal were issued intensively in
1612 (B 17). It is mainly because that Shonai, the western part of Dewa province came under the rule of
Yoshiaki Mogami. Therefore, the turning point of Yoshiaki Mogami's documents was not 1590 but 1612.
Yoshiaki Mogami became the 7" largest daimyo with 570,000 koku during Edo period. So, according to the
analysis of Inbanjyo, Yoshiaki Mogami created his bureaucratic system around 1612.
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