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Social networks in daily life and times of disaster for families with
small children: Analysis of a survey carried out on parents with

school children living in the vicinity of Yamagata University

YAMANE Sumika

(Associate Professor, Jissen Women's University, Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences)

ABE Koji

(Associate Professor, Regional Policies, Social Systems Course)

This paper examines whether the social support networks people use in their daily lives affect the
social support networks people think they can depend on in times of natural disaster. To do so, we
used data from a survey carried out on parents with school children living in the vicinity of Yamagata
University.

The analyses show that there is a positive correlation between the size of daily life networks and the
size of the disaster networks, as well as a positive correlation between the size of a disaster network and
the level of anxiety felt towards disasters. The analyses also suggest that those who do not take part in
community activities, as well as those who have recently moved to Yamagata City, have smaller support

networks in times of disaster.
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