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The Present Situation and Issues of Disaster Risk Perception
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This paper aims to shed light on disaster risk perception in the school districts to point out issues
of regional disaster preparedness. The Great East Japan Earthquake has made us realize that it is
impossible to completely protect human life from nature’s fury. Human beings have no choice but to
respond to sudden natural phenomena. Safety can be ensured through swift evacuation procedures and,
in order to implement these, information on catastrophes must be gathered and the shortest evacuation
routes selected. Residents need to be aware of disasters and practice in advance what to do in their
event. Unfortunately, the survey results showed that residents had not yet reached an appropriate
level of disaster risk perception. In order to raise its level, it is necessary to enhance the function of the

community centered on elementary school.
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