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1 JESCIELL T @ & B ) —"Evangelization” and “civilization” had been the key words in American
mission methods, —and in Protestant missions on the whole. There was argument about which should
have priority, but it was generally held that the two were supplementary and complementary. It was
believed that the acceptance of the gospel through “evangelization” always brought to non-European
peoples the desire and incentive to attain “Christian,” i.e., European civilization; while if “civilization”
were stressed in initial contacts with such people it produced understanding and acceptance of the
gospel. Consequently, “civilization” was emphasized especially as fostered through schools. (R. Pierce
Beaver, “Introduction: Rufus Anderson, Grand Strategist of American Missions,” in Beaver ed., 7o Ad-
vance the Gospel: Selections from the Writings of Rufus Anderson [Grand Rapids; Williams B. Eerd-
mans Publishing Co, 1967] : 13.) AR TIELLF, JESCCHRZ BT 2 BRSO HAGER
AL, 2l E ORBSTROMICHT 5720, FHAUT 5 EERT 2R THT I LI
T2 (FOEEIZOWTE, FEIMCANTALPICER L b H5). ZBELTOA 51 v
JRCE BRI, CheZo X R L, FOCTIEEAEINCER 2z 2 LTIt L7z,

2 WDy THRERE &L 1R T X ) > - K= FoEHEM], BRI [+ 2
b & SCH b NEZMFZE] (B RRS Y AR A s 62, 20064F, internet, http://ir.min-
paku.ac,jp/dspace/bitstream/10502,/1898/1/SER62_009.pdf)

3 William R. Hutchison, Errand to the World. American Protestant Thought and Foreign Missions

(1987, reprint, Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 1993): 82.

4 ZZTHPELT V¥ =Y VBRI, €—/N—0Offdl (Beaver, “Introduction,” 10-12) 2%
CEHE->TWV A,

5 Beaver, “Introduction,” 11.

6 Paul William Harris, Nothing but Christ. Rufus Anderson and the Ideology of Protestant Foreign
Missions (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999): 17.

7 Tbid, 12.

8 ..the object of civilizing and christianizing the...tribes of American Indians..is..of too great impor-

tance to be overlooked, deeply interesting in itself, and presenting very peculiar claims upon the con-
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sciences, the feelings, and the liberalities of American Christians...To establish schools in the different
parts of the tribe under the missionary direction and superintendence, for the instruction of the rising
generation in common school learning, in the useful arts of life, and in Christianity, so as gradually,
with the divine blessing to make the whole tribe English in their language, civilized in their habits,
and Christian in their religion; this is the present plan..and having learned to read the English lan-
guage, the sources of knowledge and means of general improvement then opened to them will be in-
comparably greater and more various than their own language could ever procure for them. Assimilat-
ed in language, they will more readily become assimilated in habits and manners to their white
neighbors; intercourse will be easy and the advantages to them incalculable. (Samuel Worcester, Min-
utes of the Seventh Annual Meeting [1816] , in First Ten Annual Reports of the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, with Other Documents of the Board [Boston: Crocker and
Brewster, 1834]: 135-136) .

9  Hutchison, 65.

10 ..the facilities enjoyed by us for propagating the gospel throughout the world, are vastly greater
than those enjoyed by the apostles...As to facilities, we have the advantage of the apostles in all re-
spects, except the gift of tongues. The world, as a whole, was never so open to the preacher of the
gospel since the introduction of the Christian dispensation. The civilization, too, that is connected
with modern science, is all connected also with Christianity....I should add, that the civilization which
the gospel has conferred upon our own New England is the highest and best, in a religious point of
view, the world has yet seen. (Rufus Anderson, The Theory of Missions to the Heathen. A Sermon at
the Ordination of Mr. Edward Webb, as a Missionary to the Heathen [Boston, Press of Crocker and
Brewster, 1845]: 3.)

11 ..this very perfection of our own social religious state becomes a formidable hindrance to establish-
ing such purely spiritual missions among heathen nations...For, the Christian religion is identified, in
all our conceptions of it from our earliest years, with the almost universal diffusion...of the blessings
of education, industry, civil liberty, family government, social order, the means of a respectable liveli-
hood, and a well ordered community. Hence our idea of piety in converts among the heathen very
generally involves the acquisition and possession, to a great extent, of these blessings; and our idea of
the propagation of the gospel by means of missions is, to an equal extent, the creation among heathen
tribes and nations of a highly improved state of society, such as we ourselves enjoy. And for this vast
intellectual, moral and social transformation we allow but a short time. We expect the first generation
of converts to Christianity..to come into all our fundamental ideas of morals, manners, political econ-
omy, social organization, right, justice, equity; although many of these are ideas which our own com-
munity has been ages in acquiring. (Ibid,, 4.)
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12 Ibid, 5.

13 ..the missions have a two-fold object of pursuit; the one, that simple and sublime spiritual object of
the ambassador for Christ..“persuading men to be reconciled to God;” the other, the reorganizing, by
various direct means, of the structure of that social system, of which the converts form a part. Thus
the object of the missions becomes more or less complicated, leading to a complicated, burdensome,
and perhaps expensive course of measures for its attainment. (Ibid.)

14 1Ibid, 6.

15 ..the missionary’s great business in his personal labors, is with the unconverted. His embassy is to
the rebellious, to beseech them, in Christ’s stead, to be reconciled to God. His vocation, as a soldier of
the cross, is to make conquests, and to go on, in the name of his divine Master, ‘conquering and to
conquer; committing the security and permanency of his conquests to another class of men created
expressly for the purpose. The idea of continued conquest is fundamental in missions to the heathen,
and is vital to their spiritual life and efficiency..the missionary prepares new fields for pastors; and
when they are thus prepared, and competent pastors are upon the ground, he ought himself to move
onward, —the pioneer in effect of a Christian civilization—but...an ambassador for Christ, to preach
the gospel where it has not been preached. And, whatever may be said with respect to pastors, it is
true of the missionary, that he is to keep himself as free as possible from entanglements with litera-
ture, science and commerce, and with questions of church government, politics and social order. (Ibid.,
7-3.)

16 The Ahmednuggur..and Ceylon missions were alike in their beginning. They were so in respect to
schools. At the outset, schools for heathen children, taught by heathen masters, were a prominent fea-
ture in them all...The number of pupils in the Mahratta missions rose at one time to two thousand...in
the Ceylon, to six thousand; and there were select schools and boarding schools. But a period of de-
cline always comes to such schools...The heathen schoolmaster is a questionable agent for inculcating
gospel truth, and it comes to pass that the money can be better employed than in his support. Our
brethren in the Mahratta missions declared that they were unable to point to a single case of conver-
sion among the ten thousand pupils, who had been thus instructed in their missions. Our brethren in
Ceylon could recollect only about thirty conversions among the thirty thousand children, who had
been in their common schools. Looking at the whole working of the schools, we were led to say in
our letter to the Mahratta missions, “Schools, regarded as converting instrumentalities, have almost
wholly disappointed us; regarded as preparatory means, they have not answered expectation; and as
auxiliaries, they have been expensive.” (Report of the Deputation to the India Missions, Made to the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, at a Special Meeting, held in Albany, N.Y.,
March 4, 1856 [Boston: Press of T. R, Marvin, 1856]: 27-28.)
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17 Harris, 39.

18 Rufus Anderson, “Missionary Schools” (1838), in Beaver ed., To Advance the Gospel, 164-165; 7
UE =) VOEFTBIAEKICOWTIX, E— N—0DfESi (Beaver, “Introduction,” 25-27) % &M
DNk,

19 The Batticotta Seminary was in operation thirty-one years, and its cost in that time was about
$100,000, including the salaries of its missionary teachers. In its later years, the admission of scholars
who paid their board, unexpectedly wrought an unfavorable change in the institution, by introducing
students from wealthy families, whose main object was to fit themselves for government service. The
influence of this class was not good upon the religious character of the school. In the year 1855, only
eleven of the ninety-six students were members of the church...The number of students, who had been
church members up to that time, was six hundred and seventy, —somewhat more than half the whole
number; and of these four hundred and fifty were then living. About ninety had been excommunicat-
ed, most of them, it appears, for marrying heathen wives. Eighty of the graduates were then in the
employ of the American mission, and thirty were in the employ of other missions; and one hundred
and fifty-eight were in the service of the Ceylon and India governments. (Rufus Anderson, History of
the Missions of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions in India [Boston; Con-
gregational Publishing Society, 1874]: 327-328.)

20 Harris, 70-71; Wilbert R. Shenk, North American Foreign Missions, 1810-1914: Theology, Theory,
and Policy (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2004) : 77-79.

21 Missions are instituted for the spread of a scriptural, self-propagating Christianity. This is their
only aim. Civilization, as an end, they never attempt; still they are the most successful of all civilizing
agencies, because (1.) a certain degree of general improvement is involved in a self-propagating
Christianity, and must be fostered as a means thereto; and (2.) a rapid change in the intellectual and
social life is a sure out-growth therefrom...The object, then, which missionary societies have in view,
is simple; but in reaching it, they are subject to many conditions...Their ability is limited; hence econ-
omy in the employment of men and money becomes imperative...The machinery which they use, is
necessarily large; for this reason they will always prefer simplicity in their operations...Secular com-
plications, as tending to weakness, they will studiously avoid, so far as may be practicable. (“Outlines
of Missionary Policy” [1856], in Report of the Special Committee on the Deputation to India [New
York: John A. Gray's Fire-Proof Printing Office, 1856]: 35-36.)

22 Anderson, The Theory of Missions to the Heathen, 11.

23 HHIRORA L V) HED o TOT ¥ 7=y Y ORBIZHEL Tid, BUEEM OB o6
X ([7A0 Y - K=-FEAREER] BE) 2BWT, UDTHLLTETDH S,

24 v, 217H.
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25 ZODEIZOWTIE, E——0Df}dl (Beaver, “Introduction,” 14-16) ZZ&WoZ &,

26 One of the most obvious facts in this history is, on the Hawaiian Islands the gospel preceded civili-
zation. At least, the progress of civilization was much slower than that of the gospel...But though civ-
ilization does not take the lead, it follows the gospel, and not far behind. A desire was gradually
awakened among the natives to improve their houses, and to add to their social comforts. They
learned the use of tools, and to make hats, bonnets, garment, and the more necessary articles of furni-
ture. (The Hawaiian Islands: Their Progress and Condition under Missionary Labors [Boston: Gould
and Lincoln, 1864]: 384-386.)

27w, 2135,

28 Harris, 158. /1) ZADJESLIZLL T D & B 1D ¢ “One of the most obvious facts in this history is, that
on the Hawaiian Islands the gospel preceded civilization. At least, the progress of civilization was
much slower than that of the gospel.” Nonetheless, he [i.e, Anderson] added, “though civilization
does not take the lead, it follows the gospel, and not far behind.”

29 MgV A [7 2) Al NEHAI—RKHOT R & Z O8] ORRERFALRE, 19924F),
293H,
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Evangelization, Not Civilization:
Rufus Anderson’s Mission Theory and the ABCFM

Yutaka I'TO

In 19th-century Protestant missions, “evangelization” and “civilization” were usually regarded as twin
concepts in that they should be complementary to each other. For non-Christian “natives” who were going
to be evangelized, the acceptance of the gospel was always coupled with the material welfare of Western
civilization. Meanwhile, missionaries considered civilization as a key element in laying the foundations for
a thorough understanding of the gospel on the part of the converts; in this respect, the importance of pri-
mary schooling was especially stressed in order to foster a “civilizing” effect on “backward” non-European
peoples.

As the largest missionary organization in the 19th-century United States, the American Board of Com-
missioners for Foreign Missions (ABCFM) had been applying the evangelization-civilization principle to
its mission activities until the 1830s, when the mission theorist Rufus Anderson came to demonstrate his
initiative in administering the Board’s overseas operations. He challenged the conventional coupling of
evangelization with civilization, and finally managed in the mid-1850s to introduce into the ABCFM’s offi-
cial policy his principle of prioritizing evangelization over civilization.

Anderson thus imprinted his name on the history of American Protestant missions: he was a leading fi-
gure in charting the course of the ABCFM’s foreign missions during the mid-19th century. The purpose of

this paper is to analyze Anderson’s theories and strategies, along with their historical significance.
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