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Swindler Dentist and Pole-Climbing for Rooster: An Analysis of Hans
Sebald Beham’s Large Kermis Woodcut

Koichi MOTOKI

We have searched for meanings of motifs of the tavern and the drunken persons. In this paper we will

consider the meanings of the swindle dentist and pole-climbing for rooster.

1. Image of Swindler Dentist

According to K. Moxey and A.G. Stewart, the source of the dentist image seems to be the engraving
Dentist by Lucas van Leyden. The image of dentist in Large Kermis is, however, different from the van
Leyden’s engraving. In contrast to the engraving, the peasant does not appear to be so stupid in Large
Kermis.

The dentist has also scatological meaning, because there is shit near the tavern.

Medieval dentists wander from a fair to a fair. So the presence of a dentist suggests that a fair is taken

place in the kermis.

2. Image of Pole-Climbing for Rooster

There is a rooster on the pole of the right side. The climbing man will be given the rooster as a
prize. What does the race of pole-climbing for rooster symbolize?

There is a hint in Diirer's woodcut the Men's Bath. The man, who is resting upon his elbow, seems to
be a key to solve the symbol. The cock (“der Hahn” in Germany) means a penis, rooster, and water tap.
So this spot shows three meanings, so-called pun. Thus the rooster is related to penis, sex, luxuriance,

and harvest.

Eventually the motifs of dentist and the pole-climbing for rooster show the kermis, and harvest fair,



