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Beyond the dark-brown hazy sky over Tokyo
— An essay on the history of Japanese translations and the reception of
Turgenev’s On the Eve

Naoki AIZAWA

In this paper I trace the history of the Japanese translations of Turgenev’s less famous novel On the
Eve (1860) and investigate how it was received in Japan.

While Meiji-era Japan saw two full Japanese translations of the novel, the Taishd era saw both a see-
mingly secondhand translation by Jun Tanaka (1918), and also a dramatization by Masao Kusuyama
(1915) for performance by the Art Theater (Geijutsu-za) in Tokyo.

I consider some features of the reception in Japan of On the Eve, by introducing Shuko Shiroyanagi’s
fantastic 1907 essay on the novel to which Rytinosuke Akutagwa made a meaningful allusion, as well as
some anonymous translations in the journal Flower of the Heart (1908).

Finally, I point out some likenesses between the titles of Toson Shimazaki's novel Before the Dawn

and Turgenev’'s On the Eve, and discuss the possibility of Toson’s having borrowed from Turgenev.
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