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Place Branding Power of the Highest Fruit Brands:

An Example of the Indigenous Cherry Brand in Yamagata of Japan

Toshiaki TAKITA and Maiko OKADA

This paper aims to propose a method for evaluating the place branding power of local
valuable perishable goods to metropolitan markets. The consumer generally considers
the quality of perishable goods with the combination of color, taste and freshness.
Sometimes people buy more valuable perishable goods of the selected producing area to
feel a sense of life satisfaction or give them as a gift to present them. This paper evalu-
ates the difference of these place branding values in Yamagata and other areas, while
discussing the relative effects of quality management and place branding on the price.
The Japanese indigenous cherry brand * Satonishiki’ is recognized as one of the highest
fruit brands of Japan. This paper concludes that the cherry’s place branding information
has a significant impact on the price of cherries. The quality management of perishable
goods is important for producers, and is directly reflected in the price. As a result, the
place branding power of perishable goods can soar to higher price. The price consists of

the quality and the place branding value.

Key Words: Place brand, Conjoint Analysis, Cherry
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