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Ishii Kikujiro’s Diplomatic Behavior at the League of Nations and as
Japanese Ambassador to France

Tadaaki KITAGAWA

Ishii Kikujiro was the Japanese Delegate at the first stage of the League of Nations and Japanese
ambassador to France from 1920 to 1927. The purpose of this paper is to track the record of his diplomatic
behavior.

First, we examine the initial conditions in which Ishii carried out the mission as Japanese Delegate at the
League of Nations and as Japanese ambassador to France. Specifically, we shall examine Prime Minister
Hara Takashi’s diplomatic orientation, the organizational transformation of The Foreign Ministry, and the
trend of Japanese army at the time.

Second, Ishii’s diplomatic behavior as Japanese Delegate at the League of Nations is examined. We
discuss how Ishii treated difficult situations such as the Upper Silesia problem and the Corfu affair. He
often acted as the intermediary between England and France for these problems. Finally, the reason of his
success in avoiding the division of the Council is clarified.

Next, we will examine Ishii’s diplomatic behavior as Japanese ambassador to France regarding the
Franco-Japanese commerce treaty. We will analyze the gap between the intentions of the three persons,
namely Ishii, the foreign minister Sidehara Kijourou and French ambassador Paul Claudel. By this analysis,
we make clear the distinctive character of Ishii’s vision of Franco-Japanese cooperation.

Finally, we will examine Ishii’s diplomatic behavior with regards to the making of the 1924 Geneva
Protocol, the problem of the German entry into the League of Nations, and the Kellogg—Briand Pact. In this

way, we elucidate Ishii’s idea of the League of Nations as an organization of supreme peace.
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