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The Diversity of Labor Organization and Labor

Y ASUDA Hitoshi

This paper critically examines Obata’s theory by focusing on “The Diversity of Labor Organization.”
It is shown that Obata’s characterization of great industry by machinery as a labor organization, where he
virtually adopts the manufacture single model, lacks its substance. It is also pointed out that, with regard
to his analysis of “transformation in skills” generated by division of labor, the two types of labor, namely,
complex labor and patterned labor, are discussed without any distinction. As an alternative, I suggest that
if we limit the contents of labor grade system to complex labor, the diversity of labor that goes beyond

superficial opposition of labor organizations can be theoretically explained.
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