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Ishii Kikujiro's Diplomatic Behavior in the 1930s

KITAGAWA Tadaaki

(Asian Cultures, Cultural Systems Course)

After retiring from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ishii Kikujiro assumed office as Privy
Counsellor in 1929. Nish has pointed out that Ishii became increasingly conservative in his diplomatic
behavior throughout the 1930s. I will argue, on the contrary, that Ishii continued as a liberal senior
statesman. The purpose of this paper is to track the record of his diplomatic actions as a liberal inter-
cooperationist.

I examine first his diplomatic speeches and editorials during the Manchurian Incident period. Ishii
initially was against the incident, the construction of the Manchukuo state and the Japanese withdrawal
from the League of Nations. Eventually, however, he came to justify all three. I examine the reasons for
his justification.

I examine next the processes involved in the collapse of Franco-Japanese relations during the
Manchurian Incident. This collapse is important, as it effected Ishii's views on Japanese foreign policy
after its withdrawal from the League of Nations.

Finally, I will look at Ishii's diplomatic actions as a pro-American after the Manchurian Incident
and as a critic of the Japanese army and the ultranationalists. This reveals Ishii’'s continued
maintenance of his position as a liberal, cooperationist senior statesman..
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