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Magl % (hE fF)

Zoku-on: Sino-Japanese ‘Vulgar Readings

NAKAZAWA Nobuyuki

(Linguistic Sciences, Cultural Systems Course)

Zoku-on (f83%) is a technical term used by scholars of Sino-Japanese from the Heian Period to the
Meiji Period. Its meaning, however, changed over time. It originally meant ‘vulgar tongue’, used as
a general term, but afterwards came to be employed as a technical term referring to more specific
categories. In the Heian Period, it referred to the go-on (!&3F) to distinguish them from the sei-on (1E3%)
and kan-on (#3%) |, the readings cited in Chinese rhyming dictionaries. In the Edo Period, it referred to
‘general readings’, distinguishing them from the Buddhist hokke-kyo (EIERE, the Lotus Sutra) readings:
Chinese dialect readings as opposed to Mandarin Chinese readings. Later, zoku-on were recategorized
as ‘common readings’, as opposed to jionkanazukai (F-EAIR%4E ) or ‘artificial readings’. Zoku-on thus
have a strong connection with kan’yé-on ( 1 H ¥ ) , or ‘idiomatic readings’, used in contemporary
Chinese character dictionaries.
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