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The Taiwanese Puppet Show “Siau-lin-si” as Différance: On Their

Political Rhetoric and Historical Imagination

CHEN Longting

(Asian Cultures, Cultural Systems Course)

A great deal of effort has been made to interpret Taiwan's puppet theater (po-te-hi). What seems to
be lacking, however, is a clear understanding of the political rhetoric and historical imagination of the
“Siau-lin-si” repertoire.” The interpretations were inspired by traditional fiction and a number of other
factors such as the recent Romanization of characters used in Hong Kong, the ‘koa-a’ booklets, the
Shanghai style of the Peking opera, as well as those created purely by the puppeteers themselves.
Although the interpretations hold the same name of “Siau-lin-si”, their meanings are quite different.
These differences in interpretation are similar to Jacques Derrida’s word “difference”, which is not a
word, nor a concept, but means both “to defer” and “to differ” in a number of heterogeneous features.

This paper will explore the problem of the puppet theater “Siau-lin-si” in the Taiwanese language
after World War II. We shall examine the data which has been collected in a variety of ways such as
from newspaper advertisements concerning the puppet theater, the puppeteer’s reports, manuscripts
of commercial puppet theater in the 1950s and by their performance-texts. If the topic of anti-
communism is a monologue of the official text under martial law in Taiwan, then we could say that
the divergent puppet’s texts performed plurivocal, plurilingual, pluristylistique stories similar to the

parallel symphony concept introduced by Mikhail Bakhtin.

keywords : puppet theater, Siau-lin-si, historical imagination, rhetoric, metonymy
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