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The Treatment of Officials of Fifth Rank and Above (AL EE N)

and the System of San-ni (§f%) in Ancient Japan

SOGAWA Yoichi

(History and Culture, Cultural Systems Course)

San-ni referred to the officials who held rank but had no actual official duty under the ritsuryo (£
4) system. This article considers the roles the san-ni system played in controlling the officials of fifth
rank and above. Under the ritsuryo system, these officials were aristocrats and, thus, granted penal
privileges, such as shoku-do (IE$i : a fine in place of punishment) and kan-to (B4 : demotion in place
of punishment) . In the penal privileges covered under the provision of the ritsu code (#) , their
political status could be restored within a few years. However, in cases of officials who were involved
in felonies, such as treason, and demoted to san-ni apart from the provision of ritsu, their restoration
at times depended on the rulers” arbitrary intentions. The governing system in the ritsuryo code was
premised on the relationships between Ten-no (K£) and clans who served him. San-ni was the sys-
tem that enabled rulers to keep unfavorable officials of higher rank out of service solely based on their
relationships, and thus functioned as a crucial means of control in the ritsuryo system.
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