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An Analysis of Developmental Structure and Agreement/Disagreement on Proposals
in Japanese Problem-Solving Discourse

A Comparison of Native Language Situations and Third-Party Language Contact Situations

Fumio WATANABE

In this study, I investigated developmental structures of wadan, ‘functional paragraph’, and speech
sequences about agreement/disagreement on proposals in Japanese problem-solving discourse derived from
native language situations and third-party language contact situations. The data of this study come from
three-party conversation planning a campus tour for high school students.

Analysis of developmental structures of wadan shows that 1) all the groups of native language
situations and third-party language contact situations had brainstorming wadan before they discussed their
plans in detail; 2) the groups of third-party language contact situations tended to modify the order of their
planning events, and to introduce new events into their existing plans.

Analysis of agreement/disagreement on proposals shows that 1) speakers of native language
situations used co-construction in utterances for proposal and proposal reasons, and modified directness
of their strategies for proposal or objection according to the importance of the topic; 2) speakers of third-
party language situations shifted their topic on proposal to another before they had agreed/disagreed on the
existing proposal because of lack of proposal reasons, and caused gap of communication by the difference
in their recognition of the situation where the proposal had not been disagreed directly.

This study suggests to education of Japanese as lingua franca the importance of teaching
expressions which can be used for proposal, proposal reasons, and concerns for the proposal. Effective way
of making a proposal to avoid gap of communication is to make use of utterances for proposal reasons as

well as ones for proposal.
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