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Amsterdam Cabinet, or The Housebook Master, ca.
1470 — 1500, Amsterdam-Princeton, New Jersey,
1985, fig.52.
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Green Men in the Forest:
Observations of the Choir Stalls of St Alexandri in Einbeck

MOTOKI Koichi

(Professor Emeritus)

Einbeck is a small city in the Niedersachsen on the Weser River, and a Hanse City, which at one time
possessed a lot of wealth due to its famous beer breweries founded in the 13" century. The choir stalls
of St Alexandri in Einbeck are the most important in Germany, because they have the oldest
inscription, which informs the reader that Duke Heinrich donated them in the year of 1288.

The choir stalls have eighteen seats, which are comprised of eighteen misericords, thirty-two
armrests, and twenty capitals. Fifty of the seventy motifs are foliage with twenty-five of them revealing
green men, or masks among the greens.

Green men represent the vitality in the forest. Einbeck is near the Harz mountains, where magical

power is said to exist. So the green men of the choir stalls in the St Alexandri may be a symbol of
opposition to this magical power.
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