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Social Networks and Disaster Preparedness Behaviors Among Parents
with School Children Living in the Vicinity of Yamagata University
and the University Students.

Koji ABE

Summary :

This paper analyzed the disaster preparedness behaviors among residents and university students,
and the role of social networks in this regard. We conducted a survey of parents with elementary
school students living in the vicinity of Yamagata University and the university students.

The results show that about 20% of the respondents did not have any acquaintances nearby
to ask for help in a disaster. Students who live on their own have difficulty relying on family and
relatives.  Therefore, they look toward university related networks, such as university acquaintances
and friends, for help. People believe that the region is less prone to disasters and, therefore, they are
not well prepared in terms of disaster preparedness behavior.

In elementary schools, it may be useful to build networks among parents through school
events. It is also important for the university to consider how to respond to the students and residents

who may be isolated around the campus in the event of a disaster.
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