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ENELEHBBVEN)I L THL, MEDREDATA Y2 rh— N=2 2R R L TD LT L EENPEYES
LD LD, Bz bid. FOMBAISIGEIC BT 5 MEOKIEIC OV T, RICHIEh DY A& TVOfIZ.-
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Gombrich on Pictorial Representation

Kunihiko KIYOZUKA

In this paper, I will examine E. H.Gombrich’s theory of pictorial representation, which is presented
in his main theoretical book, Art and Illusion (1960). Although Gombrich is an art historian and not
a philosopher, the book is full of philosophically illuminating ideas that provide clues to the nature of
pictorial representation. It had a great influence on the subsequent development of Anglo-American
aesthetics. With regard to the problem of depiction, it seems that the formation of the problem area itself
owes much to Gombrich’s book.

According to Gombrich, the key to understanding the notion of pictorial representation lies in
the experiences of seeing pictures, and the important characteristic of these consists in the fact that they
are experiences of seeing illusions. But Gombrich has not given any explicit definition of illusion, nor
of pictorial representation. Instead, he gave a series of rough but illuminating observations on pictorial
representation, as well as instructive examples of it. These were important contributions to representation
theory but unfortunately many of them have been ignored, or misunderstood, in aesthetics literature.

In this paper, I shall enumerate them and elucidate their significance. I also confirm that
Gombrich's observations anticipate many of the viewpoints which were proposed in later developments
of analytic aesthetics.

Section one is the preliminary characterization of Gombrich’s theory, which is based on the
“Introduction” of Art and Illusion. The second section takes up and critically examines some of the
representative commentaries on Gombrich's preliminary characterization, In the third section, I shall list
and explain Gombrich's important theoretical points regarding pictorial representation which are found
in the main text of Art and Illusion. In the final section, we shall clarify the prospects opened up by

Gombrich’s discussion.
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