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The Present Circumstance and Issue of the Interaction
Between Japan and Taiwan at Yamagata

Nobuyuki NAKAZAWA

Tourist interaction between Japan and Taiwan had increased until 2019. But this interaction has
been stagnant from 2020 because of the spread of COVID-19 worldwide. The future of this interaction
is now really being called into question. In this article, we reflected on the past and the present
circumstance of the interaction, and will make proposals about future issues.

The interaction between Japan and Taiwan in Yamagata Prefecture is promoted by the Japan-
Taiwan Goodwill Association in Yamagata, and the Yamagata Chamber of Commerce and Industry. In
2017, Yamagata City and Tainan City concluded an agreement as friendship cities. Afterwards, in 2018
and 2019, a delegation representing Yamagata City visited Tainan. The Taiwan-Japan Friendship of
Culture Exchange Foundation of Tainan City strived to conclude this friendship. And the Institute for
Japanese and Taiwanese Policies (IJTP), in which I am engaging as the board member, is also striving
to encourage cultural interactions between Japan and Taiwan,

Today, in the era of COVID-19, cultural exchange organizations and interaction between
Yamagata City and Tainan City only continue to scrape by. Not only organizations but also each
country’s citizens are hoping to encourage further interactions with each other in the future. On the other

hand, contemporary international affairs seriously affect the relations between Japan and Taiwan.
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