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Spatial Characteristics of Tourism-Related Industries in the Tohoku Region
in the Early 2010s

Hirohisa YAMADA

A detailed examination of the current situation is required to develop a tourism strategy for the
period following the COVID-19 pandemic, which responds to the paradigm shift in tourism caused by the
pandemic. It is also necessary to understand the characteristics of tourism regions and their transformation
processes in the past. Therefore, in this study, we aim to clarify the spatial characteristics of tourism-related
industries in the Tohoku region in the first half of the 2010s, when both the regional structure and tourism
underwent major changes. We identify "accommodation and food services" as a representative tourism-
related industry and show the statistical values on a map. The results of the analysis are summarized as
follows:

In the Tohoku region, the industrial structures of the disaster-affected areas were restructured due
to the reconstruction following the Great East Japan Earthquake, while those of the non-affected areas
remained unchanged. The national strategy promoting tourism prompted tourism-related industries to
intervene in the reorganization of the industrial structure in the disaster-affected areas, and in the non-
affected areas of Akita and Yamagata prefectures, tourism was incorporated into the existing industrial
structure.

The added value of tourism-related industries in the affected areas increased because the tourism
demand that was supposed to be generated on the Pacific coast was absorbed by the less-affected areas.
However, an increase in the added value of tourism-related industries was also partially observed in the
affected areas. This can be interpreted as a result of the transformation of tourism-related industries into
reconstruction-related industries that provide services to tourists visiting the affected areas.

In the first half of the 2010s, the municipalities where the labor productivity of tourism-related
industries increased were inland towns and villages, including many mountainous areas. In these towns
and villages, the ratio of added value in the accommodation and food services industry to GRP is high, and
labor intensification has progressed in places where tourism-related industries were relatively active in the
past. Outdoor tourism has been proposed in such places, and it can be said that the outdoor industry has
made the industry "profitable" in the Tohoku region.

The distribution of municipalities with high economic spillover effects from tourism-related
industries is partly consistent with the distribution of towns and villages in mountainous areas with high

labor productivity, but it is more contiguous with urban areas. This indicates that urban tourism, in which
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people visit places and perform leisure activities, is linked to other industries. The cooperation of tourism-
related industries has progressed due to the expansion of the range of activities for tourists.

In the Tohoku region, the municipalities that established tourism zones and developed the hard
services related to tourism did not set up the DMO (destination management/marketing organization) ,
which is an organization to promote cooperation, develop soft services, and explore ways in which
businesses can be run. On the contrary, many municipalities that did not establish tourism zones have set
up DMOs and many have downsized their tourism zones and established DMOs. In terms of economic
indicators such as labor productivity and economic spillover effects, most of the municipalities that have
established tourism zones did not show any significant increase in these indicators. The downsizing of
the tourism zone and the establishment of the DMO by a single municipality are the results of these
developments in tourism-related industries in the early 2010s. The evaluation of regions that have achieved
tangible economic results through self-help efforts by the government and local residents, such as the efforts
of individual municipalities and tourism-related businesses, has been a more effective means of launching
the new system of DMO than that of tourism zones, which are heavily focused on the development of hard
tourism. It can be said that the regions that adopted the system by evaluating the results rather than relying

on the system to produce results succeeded in launching DMOs.
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