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A Reconsideration of the Phonology of the Min Language by Ong
Iok-tik: Chapter 3 of “A Study of Min Pronunciation”

NAKAZAWA Nobuyuki

Ong Iok-tik devoted his life to researching the Taiwanese language. His most famous work is “A
Study of Min Pronunciation”. I have already examined Chapters 1 and 2 of this work elsewhere, and in
this paper, I will look at Chapter 3. My interest lies in Ong’s perception of the synchronic system of
Min pronunciation. In researching the languages of mainland China, he depended upon previous studies
and added his original opinions, because his insights were insufficient and he had difficulty conducting
fieldwork. On the other hand, he made full use of his own insights in researching his native Tainan
dialect of Taiwanese, since there were no previous studies of the Taiwanese language, including Tainan
dialect, other than research during the Japanese colonial period. As such, Ong developed his research
taking into account descriptions in colonial period dictionaries, previous research undertaken in
mainland China, and his own ideas. His research is of a very high level, viewed even from a modern
academic standpoint.
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