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An Analysis of Companies Accepting Technical Intern Trainees
in Yamagata Prefecture

Yutaka GENJIMA, Hiroki HONDA, Nobuyuki NAKAZAWA

Japan is facing a growing labour shortage due to a declining birthrate and an ageing population, In
recent years, therefore, it has accepted a large number of technical intern trainees. This study aims to
elucidate the current situation and shed light on the issues facing companies accepting technical intern
trainees, especially in Yamagata Prefecture where the population is declining significantly and labour
shortage is a serious issue.

The survey results revealed the following. Firstly, the reason for accepting technical intern trainees is
labour shortage, a stark deviation from the original goals of technology transfer. Secondly, although
companies wish to hire and assign technical intern trainees in the same manner as Japanese employees,
the system itself is a barrier to such hiring and assignment. Thirdly, support for trainees is essentially
up to the recipient companies, Finally, the relationship between technical intern trainees is one of senior
trainees providing lifestyle guidance to juniors.

Although the labour shortage has been alleviated to a certain extent by the technical intern trainee
scheme, trainee support remains the responsibility of the accepting company, and enhanced support

provided by the government is an issue that needs to be addressed.
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